Have you been falsely arrested or harassed by the Police?

Have you been arrested for “suspicion” of being under the influence of a controlled substance (but no real evidence)?

Recently, there has been a wave of incidents of this sort.  The police always fail to find any real evidence wrong-doing, but use suspicion of being under the influence as a pretext to arrest someone who they could not otherwise take in (and often press charges.)  Frequently, they cite “heavy sweating” and claim the subject appears to be on methamphetamine – even when this is obviously false.  This often happens to anyone who looks different from the norm in some way or asserts their constitutional rights not to be searched, but it has happened to all different kinds of people, even the most normal people around, just for being in the wrong place at the wrong time, especially late at night.

The Alameda Police are Trying to Institute an Unofficial, Extra-Legal Curfew, and Harassing People in Random Sweeps – But People Are Fighting Back
A lawsuit, by multiple parties is already forming against the Alameda Police Department.  If the same thing happened to you, or you are interested in trying to change the situation, please contact us.  There are better ways than these heavy-handed police tactics.  We need to explore alternatives like community-based policing, self-policing, and private forms of community defense.  We also need more oversight of the police – and not just powerless police review boards, merely for show, but an actual special prosecutor whose only job is to prosecute the police, who, unlike normal prosecutors, doesn’t have to rely on the police cooperating to prosecute other kinds of cases, and is truly independent.  We need compensation for the hardship for those who are falsely arrested, and compensation for the legal costs for those who are falsely charged.  We need more community awareness and involvement in fighting crime, so we don’t have to give so much power to those who could potentially abuse it.
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